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Dear Indiana Educator: 
 
It is my great pleasure to present our Visit Indiana: 4th Grade Social Studies Curriculum resource guide. 
Created for teachers by teachers in accordance with the Indiana Academic Standards, this resource 
guide provides the tools you’ll need to connect your students with Indiana’s history through the lens of 
travel and tourism. Built on Problem-Based Learning methodology, students will develop flexible 
knowledge, effective problem-solving skills, self-directed learning and effective collaboration skills as 
they explore Indiana, its history and allure. 

 
This resource guide has been officially endorsed by the Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
and will challenge students to: 

 

 Work in teams  

 Research geography 

 Examine climate and weather patterns 

 Solve mathematical questions related to travel 

 Comprehend economic patterns 

 Learn about the historical significance of Indiana places, people and events of 
interest 

 
Thank you for choosing to use our Visit Indiana: 4th Grade Social Studies Curriculum resource. I hope you 
find it as enjoyable to teach as we did to create. For more information and online resources, go to 
www.visitindianateachers.com.  
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Mark Newman 
Executive Director 
Indiana Office of Tourism Development 
1 North Capitol Avenue, Suite 600 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
VisitIn@VisitIndiana.com 
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Thank You 
Thank you, Noblesville’s Promise Road Elementary fourth grade teachers, for your assistance in the 
creation of this resource guide. Special thanks to Bruce Blomberg, Indiana Department of Education 
Social Studies Specialist, for his thoughtful leadership and insight. 
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PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 

Project Name Visit Indiana: 4th Grade Social Studies 
Curriculum Resource 

Duration:  5-6 Weeks  

Subject Areas Social Studies Grade Level:  4th Grade  
  

Scenario In today’s economy . . . 
• families are finding it difficult to identify meaningful leisure experiences 

that have educational, social, economic, cultural and historical value; 
• travel expenses continue to increase (hotels, airfare, gas, food) which 

makes it difficult to find affordable outlets for leisure time; 
• businesses in Indiana are challenged to make ends meet. 

 

Driving Question  
 

How can teachers provide a meaningful educational experience and, at the 
same time, aid students in becoming “Indiana travel agents” of a sort by 
teaching them about Indiana travel destinations and encouraging intrastate 
exploration? 
 

Sub Questions  
 

Geography  How is the travel industry in each of Indiana’s regions 
influenced by geographical landforms/features? 
Economy  How are businesses affected or could be affected by economic 
fluctuations?  
History  What historical significance do Indiana’s regions have and how do 
they influence the travel industry?  
Climate  How are travel destinations affected by Indiana’s seasons and 
weather patterns? 
 

Major Products & 
Outputs  
 

Group:  
 

• Voice Thread for individual counties or 
groups of counties 

o QR Code displayed on each 
county linking to Voice Thread  

• Super-sized Indiana travel map 
o 92 counties 
o All major roadways, bodies of 

water, fields, forests, and cities 
represented 

o  Created accurately and to scale 
• Print or digital brochure 

 

Presentation Audience 

 Class  

X School  

X Community  

Individual:  
 

• Project essay 
• Individual’s teamwork components  
• Classroom assignments 

 Experts  
 

X Web 

 Other 
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PROJECT STANDARDS  

History – Standard 1 
4.1.14 Students will create and interpret timelines that illustrate the history of Indiana. 
4.1.15 Students will determine the difference between a fact from opinion and fact from fiction in 

historical documents in order to identify the central idea each document addresses. 
4.1.16 Students will use primary and secondary sources and online source materials; they will 

construct a brief narrative about an event in Indiana history. 
  
Civics & Government – Standard 2 

4.2.1  Students will explore the transition of Indiana as a territory (that originally included Illinois 
and Ohio) to a state with the development and creation of Indiana’s Constitution.  
Specifically, they will explore the territorial issues addressed by the Constitution and the 
major purposes of the Preamble. 

4.2.2 Students will describe the difference between individual rights given to citizens in the 
original 1816 Constitution and the changes made in 1851. 

4.2.3 Students will identify the three different parts of the state’s government that were created 
at the Constitutional Convention held in the state’s capital, Corydon. 

4.2.4 Students will identify who was elected and appointed into the major offices of Indiana’s first 
governor and General Assembly, as well as the county commissioners that served as 
delegates. 

4.2.7 Students will use a variety of resources to recommend an itinerary to leisure travelers 
interested in Indiana heritage tourism with ways and tips for them to indulge in stories, 
places and occurrences of historical significance that are attractive and appealing.  

 
Geography – Standard 3 

4.3.1 Students will use latitude and longitude to recognize locations and features of Indiana.  
4.3.2 Students will estimate distances between two places on a map, using a map scale. 
4.3.3 Students will locate, identify and label Indiana on a map as one of the 50 United States, as 

well as Indiana’s state capital, major cities, rivers, lakes, natural resources, crop regions, and 
significant landmarks on a blank map of the state. 

4.3.4 Students will map and describe the major regions of Indiana. 
4.3.5 Students will explain how glaciers shaped Indiana’s landscape and environment. 
4.3.6 Students will investigate how geographic and geologic landforms were formed (e.g., hills 

and valleys in southern Indiana, caves in Marengo and dunes along Lake Michigan, etc.). 
4.3.7 Students will investigate and identify the effects of typical weather patterns and climate on 

travel; they will explain how those trends can predict the weather. 
4.3.9 Students will describe the importance of major transportation routes during the exploration, 

settlement, and growth of Indiana. 
 
Economics – Standard 4 

4.4.2 Students will recognize that prices change as a result of changes in supply and demand for 
specific products. 

4.4.7 Students will identify entrepreneurs who have influenced Indiana and the local community. 
4.4.8 Students will define profit and describe how profit is an incentive for entrepreneurs. 
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ADDITIONAL STANDARDS & IDEAS 
 
The Visit Indiana: 4th Grade Social Studies Curriculum leaves room for teachers to incorporate additional 
learning opportunities; make the program your own and integrate all areas of study, including; 
Mathematics, Science, English, and Language Arts. Here are a few examples of ideas and activities that 
can be utilized with the previously mentioned subject areas. These subject areas can be directly 
correlated with the Indiana Department Office of Education’s Academic Standards for fourth grade, as 
demonstrated below: 
 
Mathematics:  

4.M.1 Measure length to the nearest quarter--‐inch, eighth--‐inch, or millimeter. 
4.M.2 Determine what two cities are farthest apart from each other in Indiana and the 

estimated travel time between those two cities. 
4.M.3 Calculate gas mileage based on miles traveled. 
4.AT.1 Create a spending budget for a trip. 
4.NS.1 Read, write, and round whole numbers and decimals. 
4.C.1 Use standard algorithms for repeated addition and subtraction. 

 
Science: 

4.3.2 Identify flora and fauna indigenous to Indiana.  
4.2.1 Examine the properties and importance of limestone to Indiana.  
4.4.4 Identify how technology has changed life in Indiana during the twenty--‐first century.  

 Research businesses that use science and are based in Indiana.  

 Investigate what opportunities might be available through Celebrate Science Indiana. 
www.celebratescienceindiana.org 
 

English and Language Arts:  
4.RV.2.5 Incorporate Indiana newspapers into reading assignments. 
4.RN.4.1 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support a certain point of view in a 

text. 
4.ML.1 Critically review articles from magazines, newspapers, or blogs about Indiana.  
4.W.3.1 Develop a writing assignment asking what three things a student will take on a trip to an 

Indiana city of his or her choice. 
4.W.3.3 Develop a writing assignment written from the perspective of a famous fictional 

character who visits an Indiana city or town. 
4.W.3.2 Construct an informative text to examine a specific county (or group of counties) in 

order to communicate ideas and information clearly.  
4.RV.1 Use detailed word choice and content-specific vocabulary. 
4.RL.2.1 Develop the topic using facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples 

related to the topic in order to support the point of view. 
4.W.4 Create a cohesive text linking ideas within categories of information using transitional 

words and phrases. 

 Identify books written by Indiana authors. 
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Guest Speaker Suggestions: 

 “Weather watchers” in your area 
o Meteorologists 
o Fire and safety personnel 

 Representatives from your area who can talk about how many out-of-town visitors come to the 
area each year 

 Local historical society volunteers to speak about the history of your area or around the state  

 Area cycling enthusiasts who have visited a variety of trails and parks throughout the state  

 Restaurant owners or chefs who can speak to the local farms and why many restaurants choose 
to purchase from local farms and/or suppliers  

 Museum directors 
 
Field Trips: 

 Incorporate a problem-based learning tourism component from your curriculum into already-
scheduled field trips your class or school is taking 
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PROJECT OUTLINE / ACTION PLAN   

PBL Phases  Action Steps  
Introduction  
 

Entry event  
Letter, guest speaker, or video from Indiana Office of Tourism Development asking 
students to help promote tourism in Indiana. Specific details will be determined 
upon confirmation.  

Driving Question  
 

Questions to be answered by the end of the project and questions to be addressed 
within the project 
Driving Question: 
• How can teachers provide a meaningful educational experience and, at the same 

time, aid students in becoming “Indiana travel agents” of a sort by teaching them 
about Indiana travel destinations and encouraging intrastate exploration? 

Sub Questions: 
• Geography  How is the travel industry in each of Indiana’s regions influenced by 

geographical landforms/features? 
• Economy  How are businesses affected or could be affected by economic 

fluctuations?  
• History  What historical significance do Indiana’s regions have and how do they 

influence the travel industry?  
• Climate  How are travel destinations affected by Indiana’s seasons and weather 

patterns? 

Needs to Know  
 

Ongoing “Knows & Needs to Know” chart 
• Develop workshops mini-lessons 
• Informative writing 

Collaborate  
 

Students will be placed into groups of 5-6 students within each classroom 
• Each classroom is assigned a region(s) within Indiana: 

 

North East West Central South Central South 

Elkhart 
Fulton  
Jasper 
Kosciusko 
Lake  
LaPorte 
LaGrange  
Marshall 
Porter 
Pulaski  
St. Joseph 
Starke 
Steuben  

Adams  
Allen 
Blackford 
Cass 
DeKalb 
Delaware 
Fayette 
Grant  
Henry 
Howard 
Huntington 
Jay  
Madison 
Miami  
Noble 
Randolph 
Rush  
Tipton  
Union 
Wabash 
Wayne  
Wells 
Whitley  

Benton 
Carroll 
Clay 
Clinton 
Fountain 
Montgomery  
Newton 
Owen  
Parke 
Putnam 
Sullivan 
Tippecanoe 
Vermillion 
Vigo  
Warren 
White  
 

Boone 
Hamilton 
Hancock 
Hendricks  
Johnson 
Marion 
Morgan 
Shelby  
 

Bartholomew 
Brown 
Daviess 
Dearborn 
Decatur 
Franklin 
Greene  
Jackson 
Jefferson 
Jennings 
Knox 
Lawrence 
Martin 
Monroe  
Ohio 
Ripley 
Switzerland  
 

Clark 
Crawford 
Dubois  
Floyd  
Gibson 
Harrison 
Orange  
Perry 
Pike 
Posey 
Scott 
Spencer 
Vanderburgh 
Warrick 
Washington  
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PBL Phases  Action Steps  

Collaborate  
(cont.) 

• Within each classroom, student teams will be assigned a group of counties around 
which to build a project/presentation 

• Groups/teams establish a “Work Plan” 
• Groups/teams create a “Collaborative Contract” 

Workshops  
 

Weather & Seasons 
• Guest speaker – e.g., meteorologist 
• Discuss weather and effects of seasonality on the different regions of Indiana 

Workshops  
 

Scaling 
• Guest speaker – e.g., map industry related 
• Map scales and features 
• Math mini-lesson 

Workshops  
 

Geographical Features 
• Identify land features common in Indiana 
• Discuss land features found on maps 
• Address types of maps 

Workshops  
 

Expository Essay/Persuasive Writing 
• Persuasive language 
• Writing paragraphs and essays 

Workshops  
 

Voice Thread 
• Using clear and concise language to convey a message 
• Following logical order with transitions 

Workshops  
 

QR Codes 
• Connecting visual presentation of map with the oral presentation of Voice Thread 

Inquiry  
  
 

Investigate information/data needed in order to answer the driving question  
• Build basic background knowledge with social studies textbook 
• Write letters to request information that will be used throughout the project 

Create  
 

Students will integrate their voice & choice while completing the project  
• Create a large map of Indiana that would serve as a local advertisement to 

promote tourism in Indiana  
• Each student/group will have the shape of their counties:  

o Roads – Interstates 465, 70, 65, 69, 74, etc. 
o Major Cities 
o Landforms – hills, fields, sand dunes, forest, caves, rivers (Wabash, Ohio, 

Tippecanoe, and White), etc. 
o Buildings 
o QR Code  

• Presentation: Voice Thread  

Revise  
 

• Students will review their project to make improvements and adjustments as 
needed 

Present  
 

• Students will present their projects to an authentic audience through their Voice 
Thread presentation 

Reflect  
 

• Students will reflect through self-assessments and debrief as a group, class, 
and/or grade level 
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PBL Phases  Action Steps  
Assessments  
 
 

Formative Assessments (During Project) 
Letter, guest speaker, or video from Indiana Office of Tourism Development asking 
students to help promote tourism in Indiana. Specific details will be determined 
upon confirmation. 
   

Quizzes/Tests X Practice Presentations X 
Journal/Learning Log  Notes   
Preliminary Plans/Outlines/Prototypes  Checklists  X 
Rough Drafts  X Concept Maps X 
Online Tests/Exams   Other:   

 
Summative Assessments (End of Project)  

 

Written Product(s) with rubric (Paper):  X Other Product(s) or Performance(s) 
with rubric:  

 

Oral/Digital Presentation, with rubric 
(Voice Thread):  

X Peer Evaluation (4Cs Rubric)  X 

Multiple Choice/Short Answer Test   Self-Evaluation  X 
Essay Test   Other:   

 

Resources  
Needed  

 

On-site People:  
• Fourth grade teachers  

 

Community Resources:  
• Indiana Office of Tourism Development  
• Local visitor bureaus 
• Map industry experts 
• Weather experts 
• Miniature model experts 
• Other media specialists  

 

Equipment:  
• Computers with Internet  
• Flip cameras 
• iPads  

 

Group Map Project Materials:  
• Construction paper 
• Poster board or other material 
• Paint, markers, clay, etc. 

Reflection 
Methods  
 

(Individual, Group, and/or Whole Class)  
 

Journal/Learning Log  X Focus Group  X 

Whole-Class Discussion  X Fishbowl Discussion  X 

Survey   Other:  
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PROBLEM-BASED 

LEARNING UNIT 
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PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING UNIT   

Problem-Based Learning: PBL Introduction Unit  

The purpose of this unit is to prepare students with the essentials needed prior to a problem-based 
learning unit. 
 
 
Day 1-5: Building PBL Skills  

Communication  
Collaboration 
Creativity 
Critical Thinking  

 
Day 6-10: Introduce PBL Process through Mini-PBL  

1. Introduction/Entry Event 
2. Driving Question 
3. Needs to Know 
4. Collaborate 
5. Inquire 
6. Create 
7. Revise 
8. Present 
9. Reflect  
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PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING UNIT   

 
Day 1: Communication Introduction  
 
Introduction w/Anchor Chart 
 
• Discuss different ways to communicate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Discuss important things to consider when communicating verbally 
 

Communication 

Listening and Eye Contact  
 Keep eye contact  
 Use hands naturally  
 Confident posture  
 Maintain active listening and know when it’s your turn  
 Explain and restate in your own words  

Speaking  
 Speak clearly and fluently and change tone/expression to maintain 

interest  
 Speak in a style that is appropriate for the occasion and use 

communication for a range of purposes  
 Maintain a conversation and stay on topic for an extended amount of 

time  
 Share ideas and offer questions to help others share their ideas  
 Use courteous language; respectfully agree or disagree  
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Day 1: Communication Introduction (cont.) 
 
Practice  
• Read the following instructions out loud to describe the picture of the chicken. Students should work 

on their own to draw what they hear, but they may not ask questions.  
1. Draw an egg shape  
2. Draw a circle touching the egg shape  
3. Draw a small circle inside the circle you have just drawn  
4. Draw three straight lines inside the egg shape  
5. Draw two small lines coming out of the circle that touch at one end  
6. Repeat just below  
7. Draw two longer lines coming out of the egg shape  
8. Draw a line to join up these two lines  
9. Draw three straight lines inside the shape you have just created 
10. Draw two lines coming out of the bottom of the egg shape 
11. Draw two short lines coming out of the lines you have just drawn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Use the picture of the chicken to show students what they should have drawn. 
• Ask students what made the task difficult. Reflect that it is because you can't check the information 

you are hearing. Good listening needs two-way communication. 
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PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING UNIT   

 
Day 2: Communication Practice  
 
Review w/Anchor Charts 
• Discuss different ways to communicate  
• Discuss important things to consider when communicating  

 
Recall Chicken-drawing activity  
 
Practice  
• Using a grade-level-appropriate map, have students communicate to another student where and 

what to label on the map (see following pages) 
• Use interactive website to teach/introduce student to basic map skills 

 

 
Directions: Using only the completed map and a compass to give directions, communicate to person B 
what goes into each blank 
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PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING UNIT   

 
Day 3: Collaboration Introduction  
 
Introduction w/Anchor Chart 
 
• Discuss importance/purpose of collaborating  

o Task completion 
o Think deeper 
o Etc.  

 

Collaboration 

Responsibility for Oneself:   
 Complete tasks on time  
 Use feedback to improve his or her work  
 Do what he or she is supposed to do without being reminded  
 Prepare and be ready to work with the team; be available for meetings  

Helping the TEAM:  
 Help the team solve problems, manage conflicts, and stay focused and 

organized  
 Share ideas that help the team improve its work  
 Give useful feedback (specific and supportive) to others so they can 

improve their work  
 Offer help to peers to assist in their work 

Respect Others:  
 Listen carefully to teammates  
 Be polite and kind to teammates  

 
• Discuss important things to consider when collaborating 

 
Demonstrate w/Activity 

o Put students into groups of 4-5 students 
o Give each group one piece of paper and tell them that they must collaborate to list as many 

things as possible that they ALL have in common 
o The goal is to collaborate in order to complete the task 
o At the end, reflect on what the activity demonstrated 
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PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING UNIT   

 
Day 4: Collaboration Practice & Creativity Demonstration  
 

Review Collaboration w/Anchor Charts 
• Discuss importance/purpose of collaborating 
• Discuss important things to consider when collaborating 

 

Creativity 

Think Creatively  
 Create new and worthwhile ideas with idea-creation techniques (such 

as brainstorming, organizers, etc.)  
 Explain, improve, analyze, and evaluate their own ideas  

Work Creatively with Others  
 Be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives  
 Include group input and feedback into the work  
 Demonstrate originality and inventiveness  
 Work and understand the real-world limits to adopting new ideas  
 Understand and view failure as an opportunity to learn: a process of 

small successes and frequent mistakes  
Implement Innovations  

 Act on creative ideas to make a tangible and useful contribution 

 
Introduction Creativity w/Anchor Chart 
• Introduce teamwork roles and discuss jobs and/or make adjustments or additions as needed 
• Although everyone should contribute/participate when working in a team, sometimes it is helpful to 

have assigned jobs so everyone can help complete the task 
 

Collaborative Jobs 

Leader  Reads the task sheet and directs others to do their jobs, if 
needed.  

Scribe  Writes the group activities (graphs or graphic organizers)  

Liaison If there is a problem after discussing the task at hand with your 
group, the liaison is the only person allowed to leave the station 
and ask the teacher a question  

Material  Gathers all supplies needed for the group  

Checker  Collects all papers and holds group work  

On-Task  Tracks time and task to be completed. 
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PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING UNIT   

 
Day 4: Collaboration Practice & Creativity Demonstration (cont.) 

 

Practice w/Activity 
• Put students into teams of 4-5 students 
• Give each team a project to complete using assigned jobs 

 
 

A Bird’s Eye View on Your Community Project 
 
Directions: Create a visual representation of each location, #1-10. The locations must be in order from 
largest to smallest and labeled.  
 

1. Galaxy: Milky Way  
2. Planet: Earth  
3. Continent: North America  
4. Country: United States of America  
5. State: Indiana  
6. County: _______________  
7. Township: _______________  
8. City: _______________  
9. School: _______________  
10. Classroom: ________________  
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PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING UNIT   
 

Day 5: Critical Thinking Lesson  
 

Review w/Anchor Charts 
• Discuss important things to consider 

 

Critical Thinking 

Ask Questions  
 Ask clarifying questions to help you understand  
 Ask questions to search for answers  

Use Information  
 Use information to help students understand a topic or solve a problem  
 Discover good-fitting resources  
 Interpret information and draw conclusions  
 Make connections between information  

Think Hard  
 Take time to understand a topic or problem before solving  
 Use evidence to support your conclusions  
 Compare and contrast how different people might look at an issue, 

problem, or event  
 Solve different kinds of unfamiliar problems  
 Reflect on learning  

 
 
Practice w/Activity 
• Give each student a Thinking Skills Chart  
• Pick a Concept (For example: Group Work, Addition, etc.)  
• First, in the “Knowledge” box, ask them to communicate through words or pictures that they “Know 

what it is.”  
• Second, in the “Comprehension” box, ask them to communicate through words or pictures that they 

“Understand it.”  
• Third, in the “Application” box, ask them to communicate through words or pictures that they “Know 

how to use it.”  
• Fourth, in the “Analysis” box, ask them to communicate through words or pictures that they “Can 

analyze its parts.” (Synonyms for analyze: examine, study, consider, dissect, etc.)  
• Fifth, in the “Creative thinking/Synthesis” box, ask them to communicate through words or pictures 

that they “Can extend and alter it.”  
• Sixth, in the “Critical Thinking/Evaluation” box, ask them to communicate through words or pictures 

that they “Can analyze its parts.” 
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PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING UNIT   

 
Day 6: Review “4-Cs”, Project Management Systems & Entry Event/Driving Questions  
 

Review Anchor Charts and create “student” definition/symbol for each “C”  
 
Explain basics of the PBL unit process:  
• Introduction: Entry Event  
• Driving Question: Question to be answered by the end of the project  
• Needs to Know: T-Chart of “Knows” & “Needs to Know” for the project  
• Collaborate: Groups/teams establish “Work Plan” and “Collaborative Contract”  
• Inquiry: Investigate information/data needed in order to answer the driving question  
• Create: Creatively include your voice and choice within the project  
• Revise: Review project to make improvements  
• Present: Give some type of presentation which illustrates/demonstrates the project and/or question 

to be answered  
• Reflect: Self-assess and debrief  

 
Introduce project-management systems 
 
Other: Divide students into rubric project groups 
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PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING UNIT   

 
Day 7: Entry Event/Driving Question  
 

Review basics of the PBL unit process:  
• Introduction: Entry Event  
• Driving Question: Question to be answered by the end of the project  
• Needs to Know: T-Chart of “Knows” and “Needs to Know” for the project  
• Collaborate: Groups/teams establish “Work Plan” and “Collaborative Contract”  
• Inquiry: Investigate information/data needed in order to answer the driving question  
• Create: Creatively include your voice and choice within the project  
• Revise: Review project to make improvements  
• Present: Give some type of presentation which illustrates/demonstrates the project and/or question 

to be answered  
• Reflect: Self-assess and debrief  

 
Begin PBL Unit Project: 
• Introduction: Entry Event  Principal/Assistant explain the philosophy of your elementary school 

and how it utilizes PBL 
• Driving Question: Pose question to students: 

“How can we, as <Name of School> 4th graders, develop group work expectations and a group work 
grading tool?”  

• Needs to Know: Create a T-Chart of “Knows” and “Needs to Know” for the project 
 

 

Day 8: Research & Work Session  
 

Collaborate: Groups/teams establish “Work Plan” and “Collaborative Contract”  
Inquiry: Investigate information/data needed in order to answer the driving question  
Create: Creatively include your voice and choice within the project  
Revise: Review project to make improvements  

 

 

Day 9: Presentations  
 

Present: Give some type of presentation which illustrates/demonstrates the project and/or question 
to be answered 

 

 
Day 10: Reflection  
 

Reflect: Self-assess and debrief 
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WORKSHEETS 
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WORKSHEETS  

 
Table of Contents 

 

Day 2: Geography Assignments 

 Geographical Landform Dictionary 

 Landforms and Physical Geography – Crossword Puzzle – Version A 

 Landforms and Physical Geography – Crossword Puzzle – Version B 

 
Day 5: Critical Thinking 

 Thinking Skills Chart 

 Think Tank 

 Thinking Skills List 

 
Day 6-10: Problem-Based Learning Project Forms 

 What the 4 Cs Mean to Me! 

 Basic PBL Process 

 PBL Retrieval Chart 

 Collaborative Jobs & Contract 

 Collaborative Work Plan 

 Research Documentation 

 Research Collection 

 Interactive Map Research 

 Indiana Map Questing 

 Dream Vacation 

 Five-Paragraph Expository Essay Template 
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CLASSROOM SLIDES   

 
PowerPoint slides are available for download at www.visitindianateachers.com. 
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PERSUASIVE ESSAY PROMPTS 
Persuasive writing seeks to influence the reader to take some action or bring about change to an idea or 
opinion. It may contain factual information, such as reasons, examples, or comparisons; however, its 
main purpose is not to inform, but to persuade the reader to think or act in a certain way. Examples 
include editorials or persuasive speeches and advertisements. 
 
1. Your teacher has decided to give tests in three subjects on one day. Persuade your teacher to spread out 

the tests over several days. 
2. A historic building in your city is scheduled to be torn down. Write a letter to a city official explaining why 

the building should be preserved.  
3. The school board is debating on whether or not to mandate school uniforms; write a persuasive essay 

either for or against the idea. 
4. Write a letter home to mom/dad trying to persuade them to grant permission for something you want. 
5. Traditionally, your school schedules a field trip to a state park. This year, the school is thinking about 

replacing the field trip with a presentation at the school from a state park representative. Write a 
persuasive essay either for or against the idea.  

6. A litter problem has developed on your school’s campus. Students are throwing trash on the ground, 
leaving empty soda cans and bottles outside on benches, and dropping napkins and other trash on the 
cafeteria floor rather than carrying them to the trash can or recycling bin. Your principal has asked 
students to take more care, but the litter problem persists. The principal has reacted by canceling all 
after-school activities until the problem is taken care of. What is your position on this issue? Write a 
letter to the editor of your local newspaper stating your position and supporting it with convincing 
reasons. 

7. Your class plans to start a garden as a class project and you need the help of businesses to make the 
garden happen. Write a letter to a local business to convince them to support your class garden with 
donations and volunteer support.    

8. Soccer season begins next week. You have observed a new student on the playground who seems to be a 
good athlete. Write a note convincing him/her to join your team. 

9. School is out for summer vacation and your parents are not sure if they will require you to stick to your 
regular bedtime. Write an essay explaining why you should or should not stick to your usual bedtime.   

10. The President’s Council on Physical Fitness has reported that 65 percent of all elementary students are 
seriously out of shape. The Council has recommended that elementary schools adopt a policy requiring 
physical education classes daily for all students. Your school is considering implementing this proposal. 
Write a letter to your principal expressing your agreement or disagreement with this proposed policy. 
State your reasons and please consider the other side of the argument. 

11. Think about where people live. People live in small towns, large towns, or even big cities. Some people 
live on farms or in houses in the country. Think about where it is best to live and why. Choose the one 
place where you would like to live and give reasons why you think it is the best. 

12.  If you were to include an item or items in a time capsule that celebrated Indiana’s bicentennial, what 
would it be? The item/items should exemplify the culture of the twenty-first century and reflect on the 
state’s 200-year history. Convince the committee sponsoring the time capsule to include your 
item/items, explaining thoroughly the item’s/items’ use and significance to Indiana’s history. 

13. What is the most important (invention, historical event, author, idea) unique to Indiana? As someone 
who has studied this subject, convince your teachers and friends why it is the most significant Indiana 
(invention, historical event, author, idea).  

14. You want to convince your parents to let you buy a very expensive item (TV, computer, vacation, etc.). 
Write to persuade them to purchase the item for you. 

15. "Failure is often a better teacher than success." As someone who has experienced both, write a letter to 
a younger student either agreeing or disagreeing with this statement. 
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INDIANA ONLINE RESOURCES  
 
Indiana Office of Tourism Development – www.VisitIndiana.com and 
www.VisitIndianaTeachers.com 
 

Government Resources 
State of Indiana – www.in.gov/mylocal 
Hoosiers by the Numbers – www.hoosierdata.in.gov  
Indiana Department of Natural Resources – www.DNR.IN.gov  
Indiana Historical Bureau – www.in.gov/history  
Indiana State Museum & State Historic Sites – www.indianamuseum.org  
United States Census on Indiana – www.quickfacts.census.gov  
 

Other Resources 
Google Maps – www.Maps.Google.com  
Google Earth – www.Earth.Google.com 

http://www.visitindiana.com/
http://www.visitindianateachers.com/
http://www.in.gov/mylocal
http://www.hoosierdata.in.gov/
http://www.dnr.in.gov/
http://www.in.gov/history
http://www.indianamuseum.org/
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/18000.html
http://www.maps.google.com/
http://www.earth.google.com/
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